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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 26 December 2006 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) EI Ciaim(s) 1-1 5, 19.20.25-36 and 39-41 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) KI Claim(s) 1-15 and 26-35 is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 19.20.25 and 39-41 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 19,20,25,39-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over USP 5,757,933 (Oh et al.) in view of USP 5,779,745 (Kilstrom) and 
USP 6,436,160 ('160). 

Oh et al. discloses a dust collecting apparatus comprising a cyclonic chamber 
(310) having an air inlet (31 1), an air outlet (313), a dust receptacle (400), a grill body 
(340) disposed inside the cyclone body (310) a main filter assembly (36o) having a dust 
blocking member (351 ). 

USP 5,757,933 is silent as to a supplementary filter system. 

The Kilstrom patent discloses a cyclonic dust collector which includes a 
supplemental filter assembly (51) downstream from the cyclonic chamber. 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to provide the 
supplemental filter (51 ) outside the cyclonic chamber of the '628 patent in order to 
further remove dust particles prior to exhausting the air. 

USP 5,757,933 is silent as to a main filter member including folds. 

USP 6,436,160 discloses a vacuum having a filter (70) as claimed supported on 
a frame (82) as claimed. 
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Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to use the filter in 
the '160 patent as the main filter in USP 5,757,933 in view of the use disclosed in the 
4 160 patent 

The US patent references cited above teach all of the elements of claim 25 and 
40 with the exception of the screw hole in the upper side of the screw body. USP 
6,757,933 shows the grill body (340) held against the upper wall of the cyclone body 
(310) but does not explain how the grill body (340) is held. However, it would have been 
obvious to one skilled in the art to include screw holes in the upper side of the grill body 
(340) since the body (340) is held against the cyclone body in an undisclosed manner. 

USP 6,757,933 does not disclose the grill body (340) and main filter assembly 
(360) are integral. 

In re Larson, 340 F.2d 965, 968, 144 USPQ 347, 349 (CCPA 1965) The court 
affirmed the rejection holding, among other reasons,"that the use of a one piece 
construction instead of the structure disclosed in [the prior art] would be merely a matter 
of obvious engineering choice." Accordingly, integrating the grill body and filter 
assembly is an obvious design choice. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-15,26-35 are allowable. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David A. Redding whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1276. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. 6:00 - 3:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gladys Corcoran-Piazza can be reached on 571-272-1224. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




David A Redding 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1744 
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